
Today’s guest speakers: Marla and Rella, former presidents of the Speech and Hearing Club, 
current graduate students at Montclair State University for audiology and speech-language 
pathology, respectively.  
 
What to look for when choosing a graduate school?  

● Make sure the program has courses in what you are interested in  
● Choose a location that is reasonable for you 
● Look at cost, but don’t let it be the most important deciding factor 

○ Don’t refuse to go to the school unless you get a graduate assistantship, because 
those are very rare! 

■ There are more in audiology than in speech though 
● Most assistantships are for helping with research, but some (in 

audiology at least) offer practical experience as well  
 
How do you make yourself stand out to admissions?  

● Stalk the program! Ok, not literally stalk them, but…. 
○ If the school is nearby and you are really interested in going there, go to their 

open houses, go to their events, email the program directors/professors; just 
show a lot of interest!  

● Do shadowing/observations  
○ This is a given; why would you go to grad school for something you don’t even 

know anything about, right?  
● Network and meet a lot of people 

○ Talk to people you are shadowing, professors; ask lots of questions  
■ You never know who knows who and who could put in a good word for 

you 
● Join NJSHA 

○ You get informative newsletters from them 
○ Like ASHA, they hold conventions 
○ If you are a member for two consecutive years, you can get a discount later when 

you have to pay your ASHA dues 
● Volunteer 

 
Where can I get help with applications? 

● Use the resources at Rutgers! Career services can help you a lot! 
○ They do personal statement and resume critiques and consultations 

■ They even have drop in resume critique hours, so you don’t have to 
schedule an appointment 

○ The Writing Centers might be able to help you 
○ The Learning Center has tutoring so you can get help with classes, which can 

boost your GPA and therefore your application 
 
 



 
What is your daily schedule like?  

● Class schedule is a lot like at Rutgers 
○ Blocks of time with different classes at different times throughout the week 
○ Schedule changes semester-to-semester 
○ When you get clinic hours later on, you will probably be on campus 5 days a 

week if you aren’t already 
 
How is grad school difficulty-wise compared to Rutgers?  

● About the same, sometimes easier 
○ Rutgers prepares you really well for handling graduate-level work 

● The classes are more interesting because you are learning something directly applicable 
to your future work  

● Rutgers has some prereqs that can get you out of some classes in Montclair’s speech 
program 

○ For a student without background, you won’t be behind, you’ll just have to do a 
little bit more research on your own to know about certain things 

● Audiology program teaches you everything you need to know; no prereqs required 
 
How many people are in your classes/cohort?  

● Audiology - 15 people 
● Speech - 28 people, but classes are split into 14 students each 

○ There are 4 people from Rutgers in the most recent cohort!  
 
 What if I don’t get in the first time I apply?  

● Use that year to get more experience and build a better application 
○ Work somewhere somewhat-related to the program you want to get into 
○ Get experience working with people, kids  


